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the royal Mood) and cork (men of noble birth). They held
places in the Wit an; they \verc the king's councillors; they
held grants of king's land; and just as the king, by growing
in power, had raised their position, so they in their turn
helped to exalt the position of the king.
Summing up these matters in more technical terms: the
Saxons were a people with kings, but the power of these
was limited partly by custom, partly by an Assembly which
took a great share in the government; succession to the
throne was not strictly hereditary; justice was " popular",
and the sphere of local government was large. (Note J.)
Jt is convenient to give this account of the chief Saxon
institutions here at the outset, since an understanding of
them will be valuable in what comes later, But it should
not be thought that all of them as described here were in
use among the Saxons on their arrival The kings amassed
their powers gradually; shires could not exist till the smaller
kingdoms were joined into larger ones; the Witan de~
veloped as the king needed its counsels, when his kingdom
became large and the distance too great for all the warriors
to assemble. Political institutions are generally of slow-
growth and slow decay, and we must picture some growing
and others decaying during the courwe of events which we
have next to follow.
CHAFFER 3
THE COMING OF CHRISTIANITY
Although little is known of the way in which the Britons
had been converted to Christianity under the Roman rule,
yet there is no doubt that many of them had become Chris- un3irytue
tiam, Wo hear of Alban, the first man to die for the Christian omans
faith in England, who gave his name to St. Albans, and of
three British bishops who visited a Council tit Aries in 314.
Indeed, when the Roman Kmpcror Constantino accepted
Christianity, it was natural that it should be adopted in